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Field of education: Social Sciences 100%
Department: Department of Sociology and Work Science

 
Position in the educational system
The course is a programme course within the Masters Programme in Sociology in the
Faculty of Social Sciences. It is an optional component in the Masters Degree in
Sociology. It can also be followed as a freestanding course on the advanced level. 
The course can be part of the following programmes: 1) Programme for Master in
Sociology (S2SOC), 2) Master's Programme in Strategic Human Resource Management
and Labour Relations (S2HRM) and 3) Programme for Master in Sociology (S2SOS)

Main field of studies Specialization

Sociology A1F, Second cycle, has second-cycle
course/s as entry requirements

 
Entry requirements
To be eligible to the course 15 higher education credits in Sociology at the advanced
level is required or the equivalent. For students registered before 2007-07-01 at least 80
credits in Sociology, Social Psychology or Criminology is required. English 6/English B
or the equivalent level of an internationally recognized test, for example TOEFL. 

 



Learning outcomes
After completing the course the student is expected to be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
- Explain the difference between basic and applied social science research; researcher
controlled research versus social scientific research commissioned in the service of
particular social interests 
- Define and recognize the distinguishing characteristics of different social scientific
perspectives on the nature and role of scientific expertise in society. 
- Distinguish and account for significant variations in the scientific, political and ethical
orientation of expertise in general and sustainability expertise in particular over time
and space. 
 
Skills and Abilities 
- Critically reflect over and analyse in depth the role of expertise in society 
- Creatively and independently apply different perspectives from the sociology of
expertise to the analysis of different forms of expertise in society and environmental
expertise in particular 
- With fluency and eloquence in both written and oral presentations express the results
of the analyses carried out in connection with the course 
 - Enter into meaningful dialogue about the role of expertise in society with different
groups of non-experts 
 
Judgment and Approach 
- Reflect over the inter-relationship of different forms of expertise in society and the
ambition of social science to extend its concerns to encompass the development of an
expertise on expertise. 
- Explain and evaluate the combined professional and ethical challenges which follow
from accepting the role of an expert in society and offering scientific advice designed to
inform governmental decisions.  

 
Course content
This course addresses the differences between basic and applied social science research
and between researcher-controlled social science and social scientific research
commissioned by different public and private interests in society. Applied social science
and the expertise it cultivates is knowledge developed and refined in collaboration with
different social interests. How has the character of this expertise changed over time in
response to the transformation of economy and society? The course aims to enhance
students knowledge of, and powers of reflection over the challenges that follow from
acting as a social scientific expert and authority in society offering qualified advice to
public and private organizations. Drawing on perspectives from the sociology of science
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and the sociology of expertise to analytically dissect social science experts, the course
not only clarifies the differences between basic and applied social science, but also
between policy-oriented social science and public social science/public sociology. The
course places particular emphasis on the challenges of pursuing social studies of
sustainability science and expertise including climate science and transitions research.
This extends to addressing how social scientists are currently partnering with different
social groups and actors promoting new forms of grassroots and participatory
sustainability transitions research.  

 
Form of teaching
Teaching on the course takes place through lectures, seminars, workshops and project
work with group supervision.  
Language of instruction: English

 
Assessment
The first part of the course is examined through two written assignments concerning
social scientific studies of expertise, the institution of science advice to government and
different forms of sustainability science and expertise. The second part of the course is
examined through a written assignment comprising a project report. An oral
presentation of the project work is also required for a pass grade. 
If a student who has twice received a failing grade for the same examination component
wishes to change examiner ahead of the next examination session, such a request should
be made to the department in writing and should be approved by the department unless
there are special reasons to the contrary (Chapter 6 Section 22 of the Higher Education
Ordinance). 
If a student has received a recommendation from the University of Gothenburg for
study support for students with disabilities, the examiner may, where it is compatible
with the learning outcomes of the course and provided that no unreasonable resources
are required, decide to allow the student to sit an adjusted exam or alternative form of
assessment. 
In the event that a course has ceased or undergone major changes, students are to be
guaranteed at least three examination sessions (including the ordinary examination
session) over a period of at least one year, but no more than two years after the course
has ceased/been changed. The same applies to internships and professional placements
(VFU), although this is restricted to just one additional examination session. 

 
Grades
The grading scale comprises: Pass with Distinction (VG), Pass (G) and Fail (U).
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To pass the course it is not permitted to fail any examined moment in the course. To
pass the course with distinction it is required to receive the grade of VG for 5 out of a
total 7,5 higher education credits. 

 
Course evaluation
The course will be evaluated upon completion. The results of the evaluation will be
communicated to the students and will function as a guide for the development of the
course. 

 
Additional information
English language support shall be available to students during the course. Written
assignments should be submitted firstly in English or Swedish. 
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